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Home, 

BY NATHAN It. (HLBKKT. 

What amount of meaning is contained in this 
word, and how much can be done by u* to make 
our home happy. On the other hand how much 
we can do to make it a wretched place. It is the 
place we should do nil we can to make happy. I 
often think if there i? a' place that is a foretaste of 
the glories of heaven, it is id the enjoy inent of a 
Christian household, where tho husband and wife 
are joined together with love and affection, and 
their children are raised in the fear and love and 
admonition of the L'ird. But on the other band, 
if the father i> a 'drunken and a profane 
man or the mother is a scold, and all is 
strife and contention, what a dreadful place it is? 
And to think of children being raised under such 
influences, who in a few years, are to be the men 
and women of our land, i.* something that is terri- 
ble. Christ told his apostles to commence to 
preach at Jerusalem, and Paul in writing to Timo- 
thy, says, for a man to have as office in the church 
he must rule well his own house, having his chil- 
dren in subjection with all gravity. How many 
do we see now that are in office that have not 
these requirements. Brethren and sisters, let us 
look at our families, and think in a few years they 
will take our place, let us do atl in our power to 
set them a good example. Cant thy bread upon 
the waters and thou shalt gather it many days 
hence, says one proverb ; and another says, bring 
up a child in the way he should go and when he is 
old, he will not depart from it. Perhaps they may 
stray away for awhile but they will return, per- 
haps, when we are in our graves. To have to say 
when we come to die, that we have done all in em- 
power for our children is quite a consolation, and is 
far better than to lay them up money and neglect 
their soul's welfare, 

I once had a father to talk to me, but it is not 
so now ; but .what he told me is not forgotten. A 
good example is not thrown away. It may take 
no effect for a while, but the time will come when 
it is not lost. Our pray ere will be answered in. 
God's own good time, if we do not live to see it, 
others will, and they will he encouraged to go on in 
this Christian work. Beside, it is not all of life to 
live, nor all of death to die; but our example will 
live after we are in our graves, let it be for good or 
evil. 

A man's example and the way he controlled his 
family, did more to convert me than all the preach- 
ing I ever heard, and that was the only way he 
can preach as he has no gift of oratory. There is a 
saying that actions speak louder than words, and 
I believe it 
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"I'm Free." 

By J, T. Wbexford, Vicar of St. Pauls New- 
port, Mon. 

A slave belonged to his master, who could de- 
mand obedience under penalty of heavy punish- 
ment, place him in irons, and at hie will sell him 
to another. But, even under circumstances of 
severest despotism, the master could not enslave the 
mind, the heart, the soul of his victim — these were 
beyond his reach. On these no manacles could be 
placed ; no lash could compel the obedience of 
these to his imperious will. A new master pay- 
ing down the purchase- money, and becoming pos- 
sessed of the slave, would find himself just as 
powerless herein as was his predecessor. He could 
not compel him/to think according to his wilt, or 
£to love, or to hate ; and all attempts to exercise 
ownership over his soul would utterly fail. 

A worse slavery, then, than ever the worst thus 
known among men, is that which holds the sinner 
in captivity. He is indeed "sold under sin," and 
is possessed by sin — spirit, soul, and body ; mind, 
heart, will ; the whole being is in subjection to its 
master, who rules it with absolute supremacy. 
How conscious the slave is of the power of his mas- 
ter ! He feels his domination over his inner 
imaginings, as well as his outward actions. He 
cannot get free. The fetters are upon his every 
faculty; and self- emancipation is, he finds, impos- 
sible. He cannot deliver himself from the yoke of 
bondage in which he is held : cannot cease from 


tin. What a deplorable, what a holplcss condi- 
tion 1 

We have read, or heard, of slaves being liberat- 
ed Sometimes, so deep has he*>n the compassion 
in tlic heart of another that, possessing t he means, 
he has paid the purchase-money required, and has 
said to the slave •* You are free!" Oh, the joy of 
that emancipated one ! Yeu can scarcely imagine 
him refusing the offered gift of liberty — can you? 
Instances ol refusal have occurred no doubt; but 
generally, liberty has been accepted with eagerness 
and grateful joy. 'Tm/r««/" would thrill the 
soul of the emancipated one with ectasy. "Freef 
"Yes utterly and wholly free ! Free — as though 
slavery did not exist! Free — completely and ab- 
solutely Iree!" Mark how the rejoicing one would 
meet the endeavor to place the very tiniest fetter, 
or even a little finger upon him ; or the threatening 
attitude and uplifted lash to enforce obedience to 
another's will. "Pm free !" would dare so much 
as the merest touch of fetter or lash! and the 
tyrant master would be compelled to desist from 
attempting the execution of his will. Yes; the 
right of the freed one is incontestable. He is tree, 
from the soul of his foot to the crown of his head. 
Slavery has lost its power over him completely. 
The price has been paid down, and accepted, 
which makes him ''free indeed." It matters not 
how intensely subject he was in past times to fet- 
ters and whips and cruelties and sufferings ; he is 
now free from conditions and incidents of suf- 
fering, — -gloriously, absolutely fre^*, — free from 
them all f 

"If the Sou shall make you free" said our Lord 
when on earth, "ye shall be free Indeed V Ami has 
He not done it? Has He not redeemed us? Did 
He not give Himself for us ? Is it not true that 
He "redeemed us to God by His blood, - ' and that 
the Father accepted the price paid, and assented to 
the emancipation of every slave of sin on believing 
in Jesus ? Surely these "are facts which cannot be 
gainsayed. And, such being the case, every slave 
longing for deliverance, and believing in the Liber- 
ator and His redeeming work, may at once shout 
with ectasy, "I'm free ! I'm free !" 

Free ! Oh, what untold privilege and blessing 
is implied in this glorious word ! Mark, it is not 
merely freedom from condemnation and curse, 
from the dominion ot Satan here and the pangs of 
relief! ess despair in the eternity beyond ; it is free- 
dom from all iniquity. The redeeming work of 
Christ has set the believer free from his old mas- 
ter, so he has lost the right even to touch him. 
Of course — yes, of course — he may refuse, or neg- 
lect to avail himself of, his full deliverance. lie 
may remain in captivity — at all events, to some 
extent He may go on with experiences of fetters 
and lash, as of old. But, should he do so, would 
you not exclaim involuntarily, "What a fool!" 
What may he do instead? Oh, surely, he may 
utter the ringing cry of conscious deliverance, and 
shout with irrepressible joy ''Vm/ree! Free from 
all the power of the enemy ; utterly, absolutely, 
and forever free ! Alleluia! A thousand times, 
Alleluia!" 

Yes, free! Not a thread of the old bonds 
should remain on the child of God ; not to any ex- 
tent should the will of his former master influence 
him; not even by so much as a touch should the 
former subjection be renewed. The right of the 
believer to his freedom from all "iniquity" is in- 
contestable. It is based on the perfect and accep- 
ted work of Christ. God is satisfied and willing. 
We may be — are — free, from the sole of the 
foot to the crown of the head ; spirit, soul, body, 
mind, heart, will ; completely and entirely free, now 
and forever. 

St. Paul exhorted the liberated ones at Rome to 
regard themselves as servants of God. He said, 
"As ye have yielded your members servants to un- 
cleanncss and to iniquity unto iniquity ; even so 
now yield your members servants to righteousness, 
unto holiness." 

A beautiful story is told of a slave who, years 
ago, watched with flashing eye while an English- 
man purchased him from his master. Presently, 
hia fiery indignation vented itself in vehement re- 
proach and invective, which he poured upon the 
Englishman, whose nation professed such an in- 


tense abhorrence of slavery. The English. nan 
heeded him no* until the purchase was completed, 
when, he said, with much kindly tenderness, "I 
have purchased you to set you free !" The poor 
fellow burst into tears, and, casting himself at the 
Englishman's feet exclaimed, '"Then lam your 
slave forever /" 

St Paul loved to designate himself "The bond- 
slave of Jesus Christ;" for, he said* '-He loved me, 
and gave Himself for me," What are we? "Re 
deemed from all iniquity,'' surely we are, — lovingly, 
gratefully, unreservedly, — in the fullest, lowliest, 
happiest self-devotion, — the rejoicing "bond ser- 
vantsof Jesus Christ ;" but oh, as well, gloriously, 
completely, everlastingly free! Alleluia! 

International Sunday School Lessons. 


BY REV. F. B. HABGUEAVB8. 

Lesson €. May Oth. 

SOWINO AND REAl'IXG. 

John iv, 27-42. Golden Text, John iv, 37. 
Time, December, A. D., 27. Place, Jacob's well, 
near Sychar, at the foot oi Mt. Gerizim, in Sama- 
ria. 

Jesus was talking with the Samaritan woman at 
the well when His disciples returned wiih food 
from the city. When they drew near and saw 
their Master in conversation with a woman they 
were greatly surprised, and yet none dare question 
His acts. On their approach the woman, forget- 
iug her errand to the welt and leaving her water 
pol behind her, harried back to the city to tell the 
joyful news to her friends,- saying, "Is not this the 
Christ?" At these words a number of inhabitants 
quickly stalled forth to see this wonderful man 
and themselves to hear His teachings. 

In the meantime, Christ refuses the food which 
His disciples have brought, and tells them of that 
higher sustenance which he obtained from God. 
He reminds them of the work which lay before 
them, and of the sustaining power of God at all 
times. Sweeping Hia eye across the plain ami up 
the beautiful hillsides lie sees the busy sowers 
scattering their seeds, and in the distance, the 
crowd from the city coming towards Him. With 
mind and heart fully aroused, He said, "!>:\y not 
ye, There are yet four months, and then comet h 
harvest ? behold, I say unto you, lift up your eyes, 
and look on the fields ; for they are white already 
to harvest." And then He unfolded to them the 
principle of the spiritual harvest in which they 
were to engage, and taught' them the blessed truth 
that "One soweth and another reapeth," and yet 
both do the will of their Master. The people, com- 
ing up, gathered round the Savior and listened to 
His words; and they were so deeply impressed 
with his teachings that they besought Him to stay 
with them in their city, and teach them more fully 
the grand truths of His spiritual kingdom. Two 
days He remained there, and many belie vod on 
His words, because they heard Him themselves. 

So the Savior leaves the cold and unbelieving 
.'mil a which ought to have received Him but did 
not, and in the hated Samaria, amidst the 
unfriendly Samaritans, He finds ready access to 
the hearts ©f the people and willing adherents to 
His cause. So the trifling circtim stance, His ask- 
ing for a drink of water when tired and thirsty, 
leads to the moat unexpected and important re- 
sults. Hearts are swayed, new and divine princi- 
ples are taught, lives are remodeled, and a work is 
begun in Sychar which shall spread and grow and 
have a glorious influence on thousands of hearts 
and lives. The feud of centuries between Jews 
and Samaritans receives a blow at the h.mds of 
Christ ; He teaches a higher and nobler principle, 
a grander and broader truth, and to the Samaritans 
He preaches His gospel. Local strife and sretion- 
al differences could not enter into His work and 
plans; He was the Savior of all. And so today, 
lie comes to all nations and all classes with 'he 
same blessed gospel of peace and deliverance from 
sin. 

LESSON THOUGHTS. 

1. Tell your experience to others if it is worth 
telling, 

2. Lead others to Christ. The woman went and 
brought her friends. 

3. Keep on sowing. The sower has his reward. 
4 God always sustains and tykes care of His 

children. 


